
Are you ready 
to explore? 

You’ve come to the right place...



S
tarting our excursion at the wider area of Chania, we reach the site of Profhetes Elias at Akrotiri. From this location, the view of 

Chania is superb. Historically, the place is of significant importance taking into account the fact that it hosted the revolutionary 

armed forces which realized the autonomy of Crete from the Turkish rule back in 1897. Furthermore, it is the burial place of two of 

the most important political figures of Greece during the 20th century, Eleftherios Venizelos and his son, Sophoklis. 

Leaving behind the site of Profhetes Elias, we pass through colourful villages and find ourselves in Agia Triada Monastery, 

established in the early 17th century by the Venetian monks Laurentius and Ieremias Tzagarollo. 

It is still the biggest monastery complex in Crete and the earliest buildings are perfect examples of the local architecture of their 

time. The monk community has played an important rule in numerous Cretan revolts against the Turkish rule and has been 

pillaged by the conqueror’s army during the 1821 revolution. The monastery has been renovated in 1854, with the addition of the 

chapels of the Saint Crusifixion and the Saint Apostles and from 1892, it serves under the Greek orthodox dogma. 

O
ur next stop, is the Gouverneto monastery (The Lady Of The Angels) built in 1537 by monks of the pre-existing Catholic monastery 

which due to its proximity to the sea, had been attacked on numerous occasions by pirates. The complex resembles to a 

fortress, having four towers at the respective corners and bearing a considerable fortification. At present, it has chapels dedicated 

to Saint John the Hermit and the Ten Saints.

Leaving behind the historical monasteries of Akrotiri, we pass again through picturesque traditional villages and arrive at the beach 

of Marathi. It is situated on the north-east side of the Souda Bay and consists of a small fishing harbour and three islands at the 

front. 

Our last destination is the ancient city of Aptera, built during the Minoan period. The city dominated the area of Souda Bay and 

became an important City-State in antiquity. It was served by a couple of harbours, Minoan at the north entrance to the bay) and 

Kalami at the south. Aptera continued to be an important city during the Roman and Byzantine periods but it was eventually 

destroyed by the Arabs in 823. During the Venetian occupation, a fortress was built at the site but it was also sacked by the 

notorious pirate Barbarossa.
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O
ur journey will start from The Gorge of Theriso. The main gorge is 

six kilometres long. The vertical cliffs are impressive and the lush 

vegetation is comparable to the kind found at the other gorges of the 

Chania prefecture. The village of Theriso, is built at the foot of the White 

Mountains at an altitude of 580 meters. A trip there, is something that will 

remain unforgettable to every visitor. The place played a crucial role in 

the modern history of Crete, since the residents have not stopped fighting 

the Turks during their entire 300 years occupation of the island, who 

repeatedly tried to break the resistance of this strong position. 

Afterwards we will go to Zourva and Meskla. The way for Zourva is simply 

amazing, as we drive up, crossing the White Mountains. The visitor will 

be enchanted by the spectacular view.

M
eskla is the site of an ancient city, and various artifacts and remains 

of cyclopean walls have been found here. It is unsure which city was 

situated here and what was its actual name. Meskla has traditional stone 

houses and is situated between green hills in the heart of the fertile Keritis 

Valley. The village was first destroyed during the Venetian period, when 

the leader of a local revolt, Kantanoleon, used it as his headquarters, 

and a second time, during the Turkish period. A bit further on the road, 

if the visitor walks through the village and over the bridge situated at its 

north side, one can find the 14th century Virgin Mary Church. This church 

contains parts of even earlier buildings, including a temple of Aphrodite 

that was once built on this exact place and the mosaic on the floor of the 

present church floor was once the mosaic floor of a fifth century basilica.

Towards the end of our excursion, we will go to the lake of Agia. It is a 

small lake of 450 acres, which is close to the valley of Fasas. Agia Lake 

receives water from underground springs and the river Xekolomenos. 

This small lake, hosts the largest variety of aquatic plants in Crete. 

Moreover, the lake is a shelter for many migratory and non-migratory 

birds. The ecological significance of Agia, is reflected in the fact that it is 

protected.
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S
tarting from your place of residence and passing through the Orange 

Valley, we start our ascent at the White Mountains range. We will stop 

at several redesigned spots on order to admire the unique view, and will 

enjoy a soft drink at the Omalos plateau, which is situated right at the 

heart of the White Mountains. A couple of kilometres later, all visitors for 

the Samaria Gorge are left at its entrance. Visitors are picked up at the 

prearranged time from the port of Sfakia, at the southern coast of Crete, 

from where they are driven to their place of residence, through a route of 

unique beauty.

There is also the possibility for the journeyer to prearrange for an 

experienced guide during the Gorge crossing, as well as to hire a taxi 

boat to travel from the Aghia Roumeli seaside village (at the Gorge exit) 

to Sfakia. 
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O
ur journey will start from Maleme, which is best known as the main landing site of the German paratroopers invading Crete in 

1941, at the start of the Battle of Crete (Operation Mercury) during World War II. The paratroopers captured the airstrip, which 

was located just outside the town and once captured, this airstrip allowed the Germans to airlift the reinforcements needed to 

capture the rest of the island. Many of the paratroopers lost their lives at the attack and are now buried at the German War Cemetery 

located on a hill viewing Maleme.

A
fterwards we will visit the oldest olive tree alive in the world! The Olive Tree Museum of Vouves is ideally located, next to the 

Monumental Olive Tree, which is visited by approximately 20,000 people every year from all over the world, a number which is 

expected to increase rapidly in the coming years. The Monumental Olive Tree of Vouves has been declared as a “natural heritage 

monument” by decision no. 603/17-2-1997 of the Secretary General of the Region of Crete, due to its special ecological and historical 

importance.

Before we will go to Falasarna beach, we will stop at the monastery of Panagia Kyra Gonia Odigirtrias. The Monastery of Panagia 

Odigitrias is located at the base of the peninsula of swords, about 26 km west of Chania and 2.5 km north of Kolymbari, next to the 

sea. The monastery is also known as the Monastery of “Our Lady of the Angels Corner”, because it is located at the western edge 

of the Gulf of Chania. The monastery was founded on this site during the 17th century and soon flourished. Gonia Monastery played 

an important role in local history. It was a continuous source of resistance to all occupiers of Crete and has been consequently 

destroyed many times by various conquerors, as is also proven by a bullet which can be found walled at the eastern wall.

Falasarna bay is one of the most formidable beaches in Greece, and has been awarded on several occasions, as the best beach 

of Crete and one of the 10 best beaches in Europe. The sand in Falasarna is white, making the beach resemble to these situated 

at tropical islands. Indeed, if you’re lucky enough to be there on a day that is not blowing from the west, something which is 

nevertheless quite rare in western Crete, you will be enchanted by the beach and its turquoise waters.
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T
he old town of Rethymno is one of the best-preserved towns of the 

Renaissance. Lying in the heart of modern Rethymno, it combines the 

oriental features of the Turkish period with Renaissance-style Venetian 

architecture. After the Venetian conquest of Crete (1204), the town of 

Rethymno was built according to the rules of Venetian architecture. The 

original craftsmen were Venetians, but these later were replaced by Cretan 

murari, Venetian-trained master builders. The layout of Rethymno is directly 

linked to the sea, with the main Venetian street, the Ruga Maistra (today’s 

coastal Venizelou Avenue) running parallel to the sea. The opposite is true 

of Heraklion and Chania, where the town is closed to the sea for reasons of 

defence and the main street is at right angles to the coast. 

The private mansions of Rethymno are not as impressive as those of 

Venice, mainly for financial reasons. Furthermore, the strong traditions of 

Cretan architecture could not be overcome, and Renaissance influences 

are most apparent on building facades. Many buildings with gothic features 

were lost in the destruction of the town by Uluç Ali in 1571, while Rethymno 

was rebuilt almost in its entirety in the third quarter of the 16th century. 

Many fine examples of Turkish architecture are preserved scattered around 

the narrow streets of the old town. 

Their main feature is the heavy use of wood. Building styles changed 

during the years of the Turkish occupation (1646-1898) and the dressed 

stone of the Venetians was replaced by a wooden frame filled with rubble 

and mud (bagdati). The walls were then thickly plastered. The upper storey 

almost always projects out over the street (sahnisi) and is faced with wood, 

often with kafasoto latticework. In Rethymno the Turks made full use of 

the existing Venetian public and private buildings, which they modified 

according to their needs. Today the old town of Rethymno is a living 

museum of monuments of past centuries. Despite the damage sustained 

in the Second World War, many Venetian and Turkish monuments still 

stand, especially as the town has not been struck by major earthquakes. 
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T
he famous Minoan Palace of Knossos is located about 5-6 km 

south of the city of Iraklion. Knossos was the most impressive and 

luxurious building that someone could see all over Europe during Bronze 

Age (2800-1100 BC). The excavations were conducted at first by Minos 

Kalokairinos and then by Sir Arthur Evans. The Palace was built twice, 

every time even more beautiful. It covered an area of 22,000 sq.m. About 

1400 rooms could be seen in the original palace and 300 people lived in 

them (the Royal family of Knossos and their servants). The king was 

called Minos, son of Zeus.

On the island of Crete there are 4 Minoan Palaces but the Palace of 

Knossos is the greatest of all. All palaces have common characteristics 

in their courtyards, temples and storerooms. In Knossos one can see 2 

big paved courtyards, many storerooms, temples, private rooms and a 

theatre. Some parts of the Palace were 4-5 floors high. Staircases with 

shallow alabaster steps led on the upper or underground floors.

The visitors can see openings (windows, doors, light-wells) all over the 

Palace. Minoans loved nature and lovely frescoes decorate the walls of the 

Palace. Their themes were taken from the everyday life or from nature 

itself. It is said that no visitor could enter the Palace without someone to 

guide him around. The reason is that no one could find his way around 

the famous «labyrinth».This name comes from the word «Lavrys» which 

means «double axe». Axes were used a lot in everyday life and many of 

them were found in the palace or even inscribed on the walls of Knossos. 

So, Labyrinth means the «House of the double axes», or the Palace itself. 

It is really exciting a visit to the Minoan Palace of Knossos and admire 

the King’s and the Queen’s apartments with the lovely decoration of blue 

dolphins. You may also see the oldest throne in Europe: the alabaster-

made throne of King Minos in the throne room.
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C
retaquarium is the biggest aquarium in Mediterranean Sea.  Along 

the 600 m seascape of the Mediterranean, the Greek seas and tropical 

waters awaiting them, visitors come face to face with approximately 2.500 

organisms belonging to 200 species. These are kept in 32 tanks, with 

a total capacity of 1.600.000 litres. The tanks alternate depending on the 

species, their habitats or habits. Habitats which host  numerous species 

and large species that have need of room are kept in large tanks, while in 

the smaller ones, visitors will come across particular species and micro-

ecosystems which, though impressive and significant, would be lost to 

sight in the larger tanks. 

At particular points along the route, visitors can rest and enjoy the 

spectacle of marine species moving behind the glass of the tanks, some 

of which cover up to 10 square metres.  

Visitors can learn about species behaviour and habitats interactively, 

using info-points with touch screens, and can tour the interior of the 

aquariums using the remote-control underwater cameras found in the 

larger tanks. 

A series of wall posters presents interesting and imaginative subjects 

relating to marine life and ecosystems.
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Our 20 years’ of experience and the 

knowledge for your requirements 

makes us the leading company in 

the field of private transfer in Western 

Crete. Chania Transfer Services is a 

Company experienced in transfers 

all over the island of Crete.

Our activities are not only restricted 

to transportation but we also provide 

sightseeing tours all over island of 

Crete offering reliable services at fair 

prices. 

taxi transportation
Arrivals, departures from and to the 

airports and ports of Crete.

Private sightseeing excursions, 

transfers all over the island.

Transportation of unattended parcels 

and children.

Mini bus transfer
Sightseeing tours, arrivals, 

departures from the airports and 

ports of Crete.

Limousine transfers
VIP transfers, business transfers, 

weddings and ceremonies transfers.

Aircraft Transfers
Aerial sightseeing tours, business & 

private flights, excursions over Crete 

and Greece.

Yacht excursions
Single or multi day trips, private 

cruises, bachelor or birthday party.

OUR SERVICES 

All Credit Cards 

Accepted



Chania Transfer Services
G.N.T.O. License: 1042Ε60610038000 

Mob: +30 6977509258
www.chaniatranferservices.com

info@chaniatranferservices.com

Are you ready 
to explore? 


